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Buff-spotted Flufftail by Hugh Chittenden 

 

Zimbabwe is justly famous as a superb birding destination that leaves one with a lasting impression 

of having experienced the real 'wild Africa.' Pristine wilderness areas, spectacular landscapes and 

an amazing variety of ecosystems make Zimbabwe a natural history paradise.  

Our short extension to the Eastern Highlands takes in the best of Zimbabwe’s montane species 

including the near endemic Chirinda Apalis, Roberts’s Warbler, the delightful Swynnerton’s Robin, 

Bronzy Sunbird, Black-fronted Bushshrike, African Spotted Creeper, Red-faced Crombec, White-

breasted Cuckooshrike, Green-capped Eremomela and Cinnamon-breasted Tit. 
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THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 
 

 

ZIMBABWE – EASTERN HIGHLANDS EXTENSION 

Day 1 Arrival in Harare, Zimbabwe 

Day 2 Harare to the Vumba Mountains 

Days 3 & 4 Vumba Mountains 

Day 5 Vumba Mountains to Harare and depart 
 

TOUR MAP 
 

 
 

 

THE TOUR IN DETAIL… 
 

Day 1: Arrival in Harare.  Upon arrival 
in Harare, Zimbabwe’s capital city, you 
will be met by a Rockjumper 
representative and transferred to our 
nearby lodge where we shall overnight. 
Time permitting, we may be able to 
explore the Harare National Botanical 
Gardens where Whyte’s Barbet visits the 
fruiting fig trees, Miombo Double-
collared, Variable and Coppery Sunbirds 
may all be seen in the indigenous 
gardens. We will then settle into our 
overnight accommodations. 
 

Day 2: Harare to the Vumba 

Mountains.  After an early breakfast we 

will make our way to the picturesque 

Eastern Highlands of Zimbabwe. En route we will visit some pristine miombo dominated by 

Brachystegia trees with a whole host of mouth-watering miombo specials. We will specifically target 

Boulder Chat, Black-eared Seed-eater, Western Violet-backed Sunbird, Wood Pipit, African Spotted 

Creeper, Red-faced Crombec, White-breasted Cuckooshrike, Cinnamon-breasted Tit, Green-capped 

Boulder Chat by Hugh Chittenden 
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Eremomela and both Brown and Green-

backed Honeybirds. Pushing on to our 

main destination where we will be based 

for three nights at a small farm-style 

retreat deep within the forests of the 

Vumba Mountains, or “mountains of the 

mist,” situated to the south-east of Mutare. 

An investigation of the surroundings may 

produce Roberts’s Warbler, Bronzy, 

Variable and Miombo Double-collared 

Sunbirds, Cape Robin-Chat and Stripe-

cheeked Greenbul while Yellow-bellied 

Waxbill and Red-chested Flufftail may 

also be found near the various wetlands 

scattered in the region. 

   
Days 3 & 4: Vumba Mountains.  We 

have two full days to explore the lush Afromontane forest that drapes The Vumba Mountains. 

Excellent birding can be had right around our accommodation and we shall be on the lookout for a 

host of specialities that inhabit these verdant forests. Livingstone’s Turaco, Silvery-cheeked Hornbill, 

African Emerald Cuckoo, White-eared Barbet and African Olive Pigeon clamber around the forest 

canopy, while Lemon and Tambourine Doves, Buff-spotted Flufftail and Barratt’s Warbler inhabit 

the forest understory.  

 

Mixed species flocks are a feature of these forests and could reveal the presence of Cape Batis, Black-

fronted and Olive Bushshrikes, Yellow-streaked and Stripe-cheeked Greenbuls, Yellow-throated 

Woodland Warbler, the shy and brilliant Orange Ground Thrush, Bar-throated Apalis, Dark-backed 

Weaver, Grey Cuckooshrike, White-tailed Crested and Blue-mantled Crested Flycatchers.  

 

The nearby Vumba Botanical Gardens are also an excellent place to explore. Birding here is 

particularly enjoyable and a leisurely stroll through this botanical wonderland could produce many 

of the same species as mentioned above and may also yield several forest edge specialists like the 

elusive Red-faced Crimsonwing, brilliant Red-throated and Green Twinspots, Yellow-bellied 

Waxbill, African Firefinch and an array of exquisite sunbirds that include Bronzy, Collared, Variable 

and Olive Sunbirds. Zimbabwe’s only two near-endemic birds also occur here, Roberts’s Warbler 

and Chirinda Apalis; both species only occurring here and in the inaccessible highland areas in 

adjacent Mozambique. Two other avian gems 

that we will search for today are White-starred 

and the extremely localised and stunning 

Swynnerton’s Robin, which is restricted to a few 

Afro-montane forests in south-eastern and 

eastern Africa. 

 

We’ll also pay special attention to the large 

raptors in the region. These include Crowned 

and Long-crested Eagles and Augur Buzzard. 

Dense foliage and bracken covered forest edges 

host Cape Grassbird, Cape Robin-Chat and 

Singing Cisticola, while several species of 

mammal also occur in this area and include 
Swynnerton’s Robin by Adam Riley 

Chirinda Apalis by Adam Riley 
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Bushbuck, the diminutive Blue Duiker, Blue Monkey, the Mutable Sun Squirrel and the rare Tree 

Civet, which can only be found here in the entire 

southern African sub-region. 

 

Day 5: Vumba Mountains to Harare and depart.  

Depending on how well we have done in the Eastern 

Highlands, we may either continue birding for a few 

more hours this morning, or head off towards Harare 

immediately for some bonus birding at a pristine 

piece of miombo woodland once again. This is one of 

the strongholds of the dainty African Spotted Creeper 

and good views should be had whilst it 

characteristically clambers upwards from the base of 

these tall, straight trees. Coppery, Variable and 

Western Violet-backed Sunbirds, Shelley's and 

Coqui Francolin, as well as Boulder Chat will also be 

sought after. After lunch we shall head to Harare 

International Airport where the extension will end. 

 

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

Tour dates, prices, single supplement rates, approximate flight costs and spaces available for this 

tour are displayed on our website. Please see under IMPORTANT NOTES below. 

 

This includes: 

 All meals from dinner on day 1 to breakfast on day 5; 

 All lodgings; 

 Ground transportation; 

 Reserve entrance fees; 

 Extra activities as mentioned in the itinerary; and  

 All guiding services (including tips for local guides and services). 

 

The tour fee does not include: 

 Visa fees; 

 ANY flights (see above); 

 Any drinks; 

 Special gratuities; and 

 Telephone calls, laundry and other items of a personal nature. 

 

Single Supplement: 

The single supplement cost for this tour will be charged if you wish to have single accommodation. If 

RBT cannot provide you with a rooming partner for these nights although you choose to share, the 

single supplement will become applicable. We will make all reasonable efforts to ensure that a rooming 

partner is found if you do wish to share. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES:  

a) Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour 

price is however fixed only in the currency printed in bold, and the actual cost in the other 

currencies listed will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final 

invoicing (usually 4 months before the tour.) The same applies to approximate flight and single 

supplement rates, which are also quoted in the respective fixed currency. 

Black-fronted Bushshrike by Adam Riley 

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tourinfo/zimbabwe-eastern-highlands-extension-2018
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b) Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient registration a small 

party supplement will have to be charged.  

c) Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may 

have to be adjusted as a result.  

d) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and / or the designated Rockjumper 

leader at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will 

attempt to adhere as close to the original program as possible. 

 

Tipping:  

As noted above, gratuities (drivers, hotel staff, restaurants etc.) are included on this tour. However, 

this does NOT include your Rockjumper leader. If, therefore, you feel that he has given you excellent 

service, it is entirely appropriate to tip him.  
 

 

Special Notes: 

 It is important for the comfort of your fellow travellers that you do not over-pack. Kindly stick 

to 20kg (44lb) for check-in luggage and 8kg (+-18kg) for hand luggage. 

 Fitness: This tour does not require a high level of fitness, but participants should be in good 

general health as most of the birding will be done on foot, and may require walking for several 

hours at a time. Should you have any physical limitations, please notify us in advance of 

departure. 

 Accommodation throughout the trip is comfortable to luxurious. 

  

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE DETAILS: 

This tour does not include ANY airfares. As day 1 of the Eastern Highlands Extension is an arrival 

day, you are free to arrive at any time before 17:00 in order that we can have a welcoming dinner 

together. The extension will conclude at Harare International Airport, Harare in the mid-morning of 

day 5. 

 The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival 

and departure information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has 

been officially confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in 

this regard, kindly contact the Rockjumper office. 

 

FLIGHT DETAILS:  
Harare International Airport, Harare (IATA: HRE) is the main port of entry for international flights 

for this tour. Victoria Fall's Airport (IATA: VFA) is best reached via Johannesburg on South African 

Airways. We have the capacity to advise you on the best route according to your preferences, but 

your local travel agent will best be able to book these flights for you. If you would like further 

assistance kindly contact the Rockjumper office. However, please DO NOT book your international 

flights until you have consulted the Rockjumper office for confirmation on the status of the tour. 

 
Rockjumper Birding Ltd 

Labourdonnais Village 

Mapou 

Mauritius 

Tel (USA & Canada) toll free: 1-888-990-5552 

Email: info@rockjumperbirding.com 

Alternative email: rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com 

Website: www.rockjumperbirding.com 

mailto:info@rockjumperbirding.com
mailto:rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com
http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/

